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Danton saved the life of the Abb4 Berardier, the old rector of
the College Louis le Grand, at which Robespierre and Des-
na oulins had been educated, and of Charles Lameth, Espinassy,
the Girondin deputy, saved Mathieu Dumas; Collot d'Herbois
saved Curtius, the modeller in wax and father of Madame
Tussaud, by declaring that the Swiss, whose speech had
betrayed him, was of French nationality and an Alsatian,
Madame de Stael saved her lover, the Comte de Narbonne;
and Santerre saved Alexandre Berthier, the future marshal
and prince of Wagram, the Comtesse Kantzaxi, the journalist
Doulcet, and many others.

But if many lives were saved by personal friendship, and
many lost by individual enmity, notice must now be taken of
the last massacre, which was perhaps the most cold-blooded of
all. Fournier, called the American,1 from his residence in that
country, had been ordered, upon August 24<, to take five or six
hundred men with him and to bring up to Paris, to be tried
by the new National Tribunal, the prisoners who were now at
Orleans waiting their trial for high treason. He, however,
waited at Etampes, where he was joined by Lazouski, while
Leonard Bourdon went to Orleans to fetch- the prisoners.
Fournier himself reached Orleans on August 30, and left that
city on September 4 to escort the prisoners into Paris, and he
took them safely as far as Versailles There he heard, on
September 9, of the massacres in Paris, and determined that
ho would not be slack in murdering also; and on the same
day, as the prisoners alighted from the carriages in which they
had come to pass the night at Versailles, every one of them
was cruelly massacred, among them being the Due de Cosse-
Brissac, the old colonel of the king's Constitutional Guard;
Valdec de Lessart, who had been Minister of Foreign Affairs
and of the Interior; d'Abancourt, the late Minister for War;
and twenty-five other state prisoners, chiefly officers of various
regiments, who had been imprisoned for encouraging their
men against the Eevolution. These last murders of Fournier,

1 He was, according to Gramer de Cassagnac, a, native of Tssoire iu
Auverime.